C R O S S R O A D S   R E P O R T

By Kent Brunette
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Hearne Democrat Newspaper


Giddy-up, giddy-up, giddy-up, let’s go to Hearne’s 2008 “Choose Your Own Theme” Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 13, starting at 10:30 AM in downtown Hearne along the same route as last year.   Local churches, schools, employers, organizations, families, & individuals are asked to choose their own holiday theme & start planning their parade entries.
Parade entry forms are in the take-one box outside the Hearne Chamber of Commerce at 304 South Market Street.  If no one is in the office, just slide completed entry forms under the front door at the chamber.

The under-renovation Hearne Depot stands as a monument to the several former railroads built & operated in Robertson County & the roles these railroads played in bringing people & commerce to this part of central Texas.

Of one, the Handbook of Texas Online says: “The Hearne & Brazos Valley Railway Company (H&BV) was chartered on May 18, 1891, to connect Hearne in Robertson County with Moseley's Ferry in Brazos County, for a distance of twenty miles. Local cotton farmers & merchants built the railroad. The capital stock was $100,000. The members of the first board of directors were R. J. White  & Ed Wilson, both of Sutton; L. M. Carr, T. C. Westbrook, H. L. Lewis, H. K. Davis, H. B. Easterwood, T. Kaufman, & J. M. Batley, all of Hearne. In 1892 the H&BV built sixteen miles of track between a connection with the International & Great Northern at Valley Junction & Stone City. The Brazos flood of 1899 almost destroyed the railroad, but during 1900-1901 the H&BV was rebuilt on a new location from Glass to Stone City & extended from Glass to Hearne. The portion from Glass to Valley Junction was abandoned. In 1903 the line owned one locomotive & three cars & reported passenger earnings of $4,000 & freight earnings of $14,000. On June 1, 1914, the H&BV became part of the Houston & Texas Central Railroad Company.”  Handbook of Texas Online, www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/HH/eqh4.html.

Of another local railroad, the Handbook of Texas Online says:  “The Calvert, Waco & Brazos Valley Railroad Company (CW&BV) was chartered on June 28, 1899. The line was initially projected to extend from the International-Great Northern Railroad at Lewis Switch to Waco.  Members of the first board of directors were George J. Gould of Lakewood, New Jersey; Frank J. Gould of Irvington, New York; Leroy Trice, Nathan A. Steadman, George L. Noble, Alfred R. Howard, & William L. Maury, all from Anderson County, Texas; Leonidas H. Parish & John T. Garrett, both from Robertson County, Texas.  The initial capital was $75,000 & the business office was in Calvert in Robertson County.  By the end of 1900,  the company had completed sixty-six miles between Bryan & Marlin & a branch from Calvert Junction to Calvert.  In that year, the charter was amended twice, ultimately raising capitalization to $2,830,000 & changing the projected route to run from Spring, just north of Houston, to Fort Worth.  On February 12, 1901, the legislature authorized the International & Great Northern to acquire the Calvert, Waco & Brazos Valley.  The two lines merged on May 1. The International & Great Northern completed the line between Spring & Fort Worth in 1902.  Handbook of Texas Online, www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/CC/eqc1.html.

Robertson County Newspapers are now online at www.robconews.com.  To view Crossroads Reports at this site, click on “editorial” on the maroon tool bar at the top right corner of the splash page.  Under Hearne Democrat, choose “editorial” again.  Links to Crossroads Reports & Shannon Scasta’s weekly columns should appear.  You must be a registered user to access full newspaper content online.

Some two hundred Crossroads Reports appearing in this newspaper since early 2005 are archived at www.hearnetexas.info.  Click on the “Crossroads Report” link to view past reports.  The views expressed in this report are those of the author & do not necessarily reflect the views of the City of Hearne, Hearne’s 4A & 4B Sales Tax Boards, or Hearne Chamber of Commerce.

